A  GALAXY  OF   STARS

in the English adaptation of a French play which he
called "The Beautiful Adventure/' which was, curiously
enough, one of the plays uppermost in his niind on the
day he went to his death.

He now did a daring but characteristic Frohinan
thing. He believed implicitly in Miss Murdock's
talents; he felt that the part of the ingenuous young
girl in this play was ideally suited to her pleading per-
sonality, so, in conjunction with Mrs. Thomas Whiffen
and Charles Cherry, he featured her in the cast. Miss
Murdock's characterization amply justified Frohman's
confidence, but the play failed in New York and on the
road. He wrote to Miss Murdock:

I am afraid our little play is too gentle for the
West. Come back. I haw something else for
you.

He now put Miss4 Murdock into Porter Emerson
Browne's play "A Girl of To-day," which had its first
presentation in Washington. Frohman, Miss Murdock,
and her mother were riding from the station in Wash-
ington to the Shoreham Hotel. As they passed the New
National Theater, where the young actress was to ap-
pear, Miss Murdock suddenly looked out of the cab and
saw the following inscription in big type on the bill:

Charles Frohman presents Ann Murdock in "A
Girl of To-day"

It was the first intimation that she had been made
a star, and she burst into tears. In this episode Froh-
m?n had repeated what he had done in the case of
Ethel Barrymore ten years before.

Frohman had predicted great things for Miss Mur-
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